
Onboarding
Brazil



Brazil, officially the Federative Republic of Brazil, 
is located in the eastern half of South America. 
It borders the French overseas department of 
French Guiana, Suriname, Guyana and Venezuela 
to the north; Colombia to the northwest; to the 
west with Peru and Bolivia; to the southeast with 
Paraguay and Argentina, and to the south with 
Uruguay It covers a size of 8.2 million square 
kilometers and has a population of more than 200 
million inhabitants, making it the largest and most 
populous country in Latin America, and the fifth 
largest worldwide. Its capital is Brasilia, although 
its most populated city is Sao Paulo. Its official 
currency is the Brazilian Real (BRL) . The Brazilian 
economy is also the largest in Latin America, the 
sixth largest in the world by nominal GDP and the

seventh largest by purchasing power parity. 
The country is a founding member of the United 
Nations, G20, the Southern Common Market 
of the South (Mercosur) and the Union of South 
American Nations (Unasur), besides being one 
of the BRIC countries. The country has several 
large and developed economic sectors such as 
agriculture, mining, manufacturing and services, 
as well as a large labor market. Brazil is a top 
exporter of aircraft, electronic equipment, 
automobiles, alcohol, textiles, footwear, iron, steel, 
coffee, orange juice, soybeans and corned beef. 
In addition to being a world power in agriculture 
and natural resources, it has abundant reserves 
of oil, coal, gas, timber, gold, diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds and many others.

Population
210.147.125 hab

GDP (per capita)
US$15.642

Purchasing 
power parity
US$3.328 trillion

Capital city
Brasilia

Total area
8.515.762 Km2

Languages
Portuguese

Time Zone
BRT (UTC-2to-5)

Currency
Real (R$)

Main Industry
Automobile industry, construction

Onboarding
Brazil



Main Cities

Sports venues capitals

Carnival season

As of July 1 st of 2020, approximately 1 2.3 million people lived in São Paulo, making it the biggest 
municipality in Brazil and one of the most populated cities in the world. The homonymous state of São 
Paulo was also the most populous federal entity in the country. Brazil is home to two large 
metropolises: São Paulo with close to 1 2.3 million inhabitants, and Rio de Janeiro with around 6.8
million inhabitants. It also contains a number of smaller, but well known cities such as Brasília, Salvador, 
Belo Horizonte and many others, which report between 2 and 3 million inhabitants each. As a result, 
the country's population is primarily urban, with more than 85 percent of inhabitants living in cities.
While smaller than some of the other cities, Brasília was chosen to be the capital because of its 
relatively central location. The city is also well-known for its modernist architecture and utopian city 
plan which is quite controversial - criticized by many and praised by others.

A number of Brazil’s medium-sized and large cities were chosen as venues for the 201 4 World Cup, 
and the 201 5 Summer Olympics also took place in Rio de Janeiro. Both of these events required large 
sums of money to support infrastructure and enhance mobility within a number of different cities 
across the country. Billions of dollars were spent on the 201 4 World Cup, which went primarily 
to stadium construction and renovation, but also to a number of different mobility projects. 
Other short-term spending on infrastructure for the World Cup and the Rio Olympic Games was 
estimated at around 50 billion U.S. dollars. While these events have poured a lot of money into urban 
infrastructure, a number of social and economic problems
within the country remain unsolved.

The Carnival in Rio de Janeiro (Portuguese: Carnaval do Rio de Janeiro) is a festival held every year 
before Lent and considered the biggest carnival in the world with two million people per day on the 
streets. The first Carnival festival in Rio occurred in 1723. The typical Rio carnival parade is filled with 
revelers, floats, and adornments from numerous samba schools which are located in Rio (more than 
200 approximately, divided into five leagues/divisions) . A samba school is composed of a collaboration 
of local neighbours that want to attend the carnival together, with some kind of regional, geographical 
and common background.
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Favorite food
1. Picanha
Barbecued meat is a Brazilian speciality. Picanha (rump) is the most popular cut and it is seasoned with 
only salt before it’s cooked to perfection. The thick layer of fat is charred and the tender, pink, smokey 
middle falls apart in your mouth. Picanha is one of the highlights you’ll find at a Brazilian barbecue 
but there plenty of others including wild boar and chicken hearts.

2. Feijoada
Feijoada is a rich, hearty stew made with different cuts of pork and black beans. It is the national 
dish and is served countrywide. Traditionally, it’s made with offal such as trotters and ears which are 
slow-cooked and the whole process can take up to 24 hours (which is why most people just have 
it in restaurants nowadays) . Caldinho de feijão is a lighter version which contains less meat.

3. Pão de queijo
The Brazilian “cheese bread” originates from the Minas Gerais, a region in the south. The light, fluffy rolls 
became popular in the 1 950s though recipe dates back centuries. The dough is made from cassava 
flour and queijo Minas, a Brazilian soft cheese. They can be eaten at any time of the day as a snack 
and they are also popular for breakfast, served with cheese and jam.
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Brazilian Investor Visa and Permanent Residency

Brazilian Investor Visa Money Requirements

Getting a Brazilian investor visa will allow you to live and work permanently in the country. Below, 
check out the answers to some common questions people have about getting a Brazilian investor 
visa in regards to money requirements, length and restrictions, and rules once you get a visa.

To obtain a Brazilian investors visa, you will need the following:

• Proof of identity
• Certificate of good conduct
• Curriculum vitae
• Proof of parental relationship or family
• Marriage certificate
• Academic credentials
• Proof of address

From the amount of money you need to invest in Brazil to how to invest your money in the country – in 
this section, you will find all your investor visa money answers.

• You must be able to invest at least R$500,000 in an already existing Brazilian business, or a new
 company/ or R$1 ,000,00 in Real Estate.

• Can I transfer my investment to a Brazilian individual instead? – No, the money has to be transferred 
  to a Brazilian bank account.

• If I decide I do not want a Brazilian investor visa anymore, can I have the investment back? – If you
 decide you do not want a Brazilian investor visa, you can take back your money any time, however,
 please note that the visa will then not be renewed.
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Brazilian investor visa length and restrictions

Brazilian investor visa rules after you have your visa

How to Get Brazilian Citizenship?

Stay on top of the amount of time you have to stay in Brazil with the answers to other time restraints 
or requirements you might not have been aware of in the country.

• How long is the investor visa valid for? – Your residency status is permanent so therefore you can live
 and work in Brazil as long as you maintain your investment in the country. You can also apply for
 Brazilian citizenship after 4 years in normal cases and 1 3 years in special cases.

• How long does it take to renew the residency? – The first renewal is after 3 years and you will receive
 the new document in about 90 days.

• Can I leave the country during my residency period? – Yes, you can leave the country for trips but it
 must not be longer than 6 months out of each year.

You may apply for Brazilian Citizenship after 4 years of official legal residency in Brazil. With a Brazilian
citizenship, you are eligible for dual citizenship and public sector jobs.

• Can I bring my family to Brazil during the visa process? – Yes, you can bring your family to Brazil after
 you get your investor visa. Once your investor visa is issued, your family members will have permission
 to come to Brazil. 

• Do I have to come back to Brazil to keep my residency status? – You need to visit Brazil once every 2
 years in order to maintain permanent residency status on an investor visa.

• Do I have to keep my investment in Brazil? – Brazilian authorities will periodically check if your
 investment is still in the country. If you have left your investment in the country, your investor visa will
 be automatically renewed.
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What are the requirements for obtaining citizenship 
in Brazil?

Brazil passport benefits

Program Qualifications

If you are interested in becoming a Brazilian citizen, you need to make sure you have all the 
requirements listed below.

• Have proof of uninterrupted residence in Brazil for at least four years prior to applying. Keep in mind
 that trips abroad do not count as interruptions.
• Learn how to read and write elementary Portuguese.
• You must be able to provide for yourself and your family.
• You can provide proof that a relative provides you with enough income to match legal requisites.
• Pass a criminal background check.
• Not owe any taxes in Brazil.
• Provide proof of righteous conduct.
• Obtain a ‘Certificate of Good Health’, unless you have lived in the country for more than two years.

You can also obtain your Brazilian citizenship in one year if you have a Brazilian spouse, child, or parent. 
It can also take two years for those possessing certain professional, scientific, or artistic skills, and three 
years for individuals that are of high net worth or are company owners.

One of the benefits of obtaining Brazilian citizenship is the international mobility it provides. Brazilian 
citizens have visa-free or visa on arrival access to 160 countries and territories. This makes the Brazilian 
Passport one of the most “powerful” in the world.

The Brazilian Investor Visa program is one of the least cumbersome in the world. As far as basic 
requirements go, you are only required to:

• Be 18 years old or above.
• Possess a clean criminal record and provide the necessary evidence to prove this.
• Provide evidence supporting the legitimacy of the investment funds and the source of funds.
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