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Ecuador is located in the western corner at the top of the South American continent. Ecuador is named 
after the Equator, the imaginary line around the Earth that splits the country in two. Most of the country 
is in the Southern Hemisphere.

Ecuador is roughly the size of Colorado and is bordered by Colombia and Peru. The high Andes 
Mountains form the backbone of the country. Cotopaxi in the Andes is the highest active volcano in the 
world.

The Galápagos Islands, 596 miles (960 kilometers) west of the mainland of Ecuador are part of Ecuador 
and are home to unique reptiles, birds, and plants. The Costa, or coastal plain region is where many of 
the world’s bananas are grown. The Sierra is also made up of farmland. The Oriente is east of the Andes 
and is rich in oil

Population
16,498,502

GDP (percapita)
5.600,39 USD

Capital city
Quito

Languages
Spanish

Currency
US dollar

Main Industry
Export of oil, bananas

Total area
283,560 square Kilometers
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Activities

Places to visit
The Galápagos Islands

Ecuador is a country of spectacular variety and beautiful scenery. From beaches to volcanoes, you can 
expect to find almost any kind of environment here. This means Ecuador's tourism opportunities are 
some of the best in the world. It also means that there are a lot of activities to enjoy in this country. Best 
of all, Ecuador offers the opportunity to enjoy the ruins left behind by the Amerindian cultures that 
populated this country many years ago

Since their "discovery" in the 16th century, the Galápagos Islands have intrigued and inspired visitors 
from around the globe. Named for the giant tortoises on the islands, this UNESCO World Heritage Site 
is home to a unique ecosystem that largely evolved without outside influences (mainland Ecuador lies 
some 1,000 kilometers to the east). Consequently, a visit to this unspoiled region offers an exceptional 
opportunity for wildlife viewing. Here, you can see a variety of rare creatures both on land and in the 
surrounding seas.

Quito: Ecuador's Historic Andean Capital
One of the top things to do in Quito is to explore Plaza Grande. This beautiful square is surrounded by 
many important points of interest, including the cathedral, the Presidential Palace, and the Archbishop's 
Palace. It's also where you'll find the Municipal Palace, as well as Calle La Ronda, a buzzing street lined 
with restaurants, cafés, art galleries, and other entertainment.

Cuenca
The beautiful city of Cuenca–officially known as Santa Ana de los cuatro ríos de Cuenca–is located in 
southern Ecuador. Home to some 660,000 souls, this picturesque city is a delightful place to visit and 
explore on foot. Designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the city brims with splendid colonial 
influences and architectural treasures spanning 400 years and encompassing both Spanish and Indian 
elements.
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Food

Entertainment

Most expensive neighbourhoods
• La Carolina
• La Floresta
• La Paz

Locro de papa (Potato Stew)
A delicious potato stew that may contain cheese and rinds, and which is served along with avocado 
and toasted corn. It has a creamy consistency and its incomparable flavor makes this soup a true 
delicacy that should be sampled if you find yourself visiting Ecuador. In fact, if it doesn’t have cheese 
or rinds in it, it’s a great vegetarian option or a healthy vegan alternative.

Llapingachos (Fried potato pancakes)
Llapingachos are fried tortillas made with boiled potatoes and filled with cheese that tend to be bathed 
in a delicious peanut sauce, with chorizo, fried egg, salad, and avocado.

Ceviche de camarón (raw shrimp cocktail)
Shrimp ceviche or cebiche is one of the most traditional dishes in Ecuador, especially on the coast 
of the country. Though shrimp ceviche is very popular since in Ecuador the shrimp is of the highest 
quality, also famous are Conch, fish and other seafood ceviches are also very famous. Though seafood 
ceviche is the most in-demand, there are some that prepare them with beans, palm hearts, 
mushrooms, among other things, with the hope of converting it into a great vegetarian option.

Since 1900, the boundaries of Quito have been extended to welcome a contemporary city, with various 
commercial and residential areas. Quito is established on the haciendas of that time, immense places 
with forests that gave rise to a city full of contrasts, surrounded by mountains and at Latitude Zero.

• House of Music
• Casa Toledo
• México Theater
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Investors Residency
Ecuador investment visa requirements: eligible investments

Among the Ecuador investment visa requirements you will have to meet are minimum investment
requirements. As such, you will need to be able to present at least one of the following pieces of
evidence:

As well as demonstrating that you have met the minimum investment related to your commercial
activity, you will also need to present a range of documentation in order to meet Ecuador
investment visa requirements:

• A title, policy or certificate of deposit with a minimum term of seven hundred and thirty days, issued by 

a credit institution recognized by the banking authorities of Ecuador of a minimum amount $40,000 (all

figures in USD).

• A deed of ownership of a property with a minimum value of $80,000 that is located in Ecuador and is

registered in any Property Registry within the country.

• Shares in an Ecuadorian company, with a minimum value of $10,000.

• Copy of public deed of an investment contract signed with the Ecuadorian State, and which is in force.

• Copy of a delegated management deed signed with entities of the central or decentralized 

autonomous governments, and which is in force.

• Valid Passport. If your passport is due to expire during the two-year period for which your Ecuador

investment visa will be valid, it would be advisable to renew it.

• Background checks You will need to provide background checks from the relevant government 

agency where you are based, as well as from any countries where you have resided in recent years. 

This check must be less than six months old when processing your application.

• Visa fees

• Your investor’s visa will come with a non-refundable administrative charge (approximately $50) as well 

as a larger fee (around $400) for the visa once it is approved.

Ecuador investment visa requirements: other considerations
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